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Lydia Marcus  - Staff Writer 
This spring, Dordt will hold its 
59th commencement ceremony, and 
Pastor Aaron Baart will be giving the 
commencement speech.
“Commencement is the academic 
name for the graduation ceremony 
from college,” explained Pastor Baart. 
“It connotes the ‘commencement’ of the 
next stage of life, for which college was 
preparation for.”
Though the commencement ceremony 
is primarily for the graduates, all aspects 
of the Dordt community are represented.
“Each year, the Co-curricular 
Committee selects a commencement 
speaker based on recommendations from 
seniors and faculty,” said Sonya Jongsma 
Knauss, director of marketing and public 
relations. Jongsma Knauss tabulates 
the names of the nominees and their 
justifications and presents them to the 
Co-curricular Committee.  
The Co-curricular Committee reviews 
those names and sends two or three 
of these names to President Hoekstra. 
President Hoekstra selects one of these 
names as the commencement speaker 
for that year. As Pastor Baart explained, 
this protocol has existed at Dordt as far 
back as he knows; it is not a change from 
previous years.
The commencement speaker does 
not necessarily need to be a Dordt 
faculty member. “The nominee should 
be an engaging speaker who knows and 
appreciates the mission and vision of 
Justin Pastoor - Sports Editor 
If you’ve ever met someone from Texas, 
you know it. A state from the south where 
everything is bigger, the days are hotter, 
and football is more than just a game; it’s 
a way of life. For some it leads to fame and 
glory beyond their wildest dreams, while 
for others it’s a learning experience to help 
them get from one point in their life to the 
other. 
“When I moved to Texas in 2010, I 
had the realization that it could help me 
pay for college,” said the junior middle 
linebacker, Vanoy Harris. 
As he went through his college search, 
his options for bigger schools dwindled 
down for various reasons; other high 
school students signing before him, lack 
of the right program of study and other 
variables that factor into the decision 
making process of a student-athlete. 
“I’ve never considered myself to be 
defined by football. It was just something 
I was good at and enjoyed. A big goal in 
life has always been to graduate college,” 
said Harris. “Dordt definitely wasn’t at the 
top of my schools to begin with; the name 
alone sounded unappealing. The offer of 
an engineering program interested me 
right away since many schools this size 
don’t offer engineering.” 
Once he came into contact with former 
assistant coach Mike Garner at a meet and 
greet in Dallas, the coaches and faculty 
impressed him enough to make a visit. The 
rest, as Vanoy puts it, is history. 
Since then he’s totaled 179 tackles, 15 
for loss, played in 26 career games, has 
had  two seasons that were cut a few games 
short due to injuries, and is poised to make 
a jump to number two all time in total 
tackles in Dordt football’s young history. 
But playing football here has been more 
than just a athletic endeavor for Harris. As 
he said earlier, he isn’t defined by what he 
does on the field. He believes there are so 
many aspects of it that have impacted his 
life positively outside of football. 
“The youth of the program didn’t 
impact my decision to play here. I’ve had 
to learn to trust the people around me; 
it takes a special group to go in week in 
and week out when no one except the 
 Continued on page 3
Vanoy Harris: Life is 
bigger than football 
Pastor Aaron Baart named 2015
commencement speaker 
Eric Rowe - Staff Writer 
When finals are over and scholastic 
endeavors are fading from the minds of most 
students, it’s hard to think that anyone would 
come back to campus for the summer. Yet 240 
students, 111 of which worked full time, put 
in a total of 58,000 hours of work this past 
summer at a variety of positions in Dordt’s 
summer employment program.
Dordt hosts many conferences and events 
over the summer, and hires students for 
maintenance and cleaning. In addition, at 
least one student is hired in sixty different 
departments, also an opportunity where 
students can get research grants or internships 
through the department of their major. 
 Starting pay next summer for student 
employees will be $8.75 per hour. Students 
who have worked previous summers on 
campus can get increased pay depending on 
how many full summers they have worked.  
“It used to be a lot more local students,” 
student employment coordinator, Nancy 
Kingma, said. “But students who find it hard 
to find work at home more readily apply here.”
Senior Josh Evans was part of the team 
that cleaned buildings on campus between 
reunions, church conferences and other 
events.
“I was on the heavy lifting crew,” Evans 
said.
Evans explained that there were several 
crews, each with a building to take care of and 
clean. The heavy lifting crew traveled around, 
moving things that supervisors didn’t want 
the other crews to do. 
“Mattresses were the best day,” Evans said. 
“We’d load up a truck with 20 mattresses and 
have four guys load up in the back with them.” 
The work groups stay together throughout 
the day. All six crew members will clean the 
same apartment at the same time. As a result, 
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Dordt College,” said Jongsma Knauss.
A commencement ceremony at Dordt 
includes “a time of worship, prayer, a 
reflection from the commencement speaker, 
and the reading of each graduate’s name as he 
or she walks across the stage to receive his or 
her diploma from the president,” said Pastor 
Baart.
 “I’m extremely honored to be given this 
responsibility and privilege,” said Pastor 
Baart. “To be nominated by both students 
and faculty and then to be selected by a 
committee and then the president is a huge 
honor. I don’t take that lightly and hope that 
I can offer this year’s graduates and their 
families some inspiring parting words.”
“As for the speech’s content, I have no 
idea what I’ll be talking about,” added Pastor 
Baart. “I’m guessing it will have something to 
do with graduating.”
workers get to know each other very well by 
the end of the summer. 
“Social life is there,” Evans said. “You are all 
in the same building, so it’s easier to do things 
as a large group, on the other hand, you just 
worked eight hours, so you are usually tired.”
Senior Pete Hoelsema worked on campus 
as an engineering intern. The job was a 
continuation of a spring semester individual 
study in which he designed a deck to facilitate 
 Continued on page 4
Pick it up, pass it on, and please RECYCLE.
Contributed PhotoSummer work study students gathered in Rock Vally last June to 
help with clean up and flood prevention as a special serve project
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Bartz brothers snow 
sculptures make news
Lauren Bird - Staff Writer 
Over Christmas break, students, faculty 
and alumni of Dordt were sent a survey 
asking what kind of questions should be 
asked during a typical student’s college career. 
The results of this survey will impact what 
topics are addressed in chapel for the rest of 
this semester. 
In chapel on January 21, Pastor Aaron 
Baart showed the results of the surveys. The 
question posed to students was, “What big 
questions in life are you asking right now 
that you don’t feel are being addressed in 
your college education?” The top answer 
was relationships/sex, followed by calling, 
homosexuality and hearing God’s voice.
The survey sent to faculty members asked 
the question, “Outside of curricular content, 
what big questions in life do you wish your 
students were asking right now but you’re 
not hearing?” The top result was living in the 
world, followed by community, choices affect 
the future and hearing God’s voice.
Alumni of Dordt were asked, “Because of 
what you know now, if you could go back in 
time and say anything to your college self, 
what would it be? (Put another way, what 
questions should Dordt students be asking in 
life right now but probably aren’t?)” The top 
four answers were living for God, going out 
in the kingdom, community and commit to 
laying foundation.
Baart and the Spiritual Direction 
Committee were involved in putting this 
program together. Baart has many hopes for 
how it will impact Dordt this semester.
“The hope was to address topics of interest 
to students and faculty but also to outline the 
processes we need to put in place to become 
the people God created us to be. I hope it 
creates relevance and buy-in. And, I hope it 
serves students right where they are at,” said 
Baart.
Not only will students and faculty get to 
have these conversations through chapel, 
but small groups will be created during the 
Lent season, where both students and faculty 
can meet together. Jenna Arkema, a junior, 
believes this is a great starting place.
“I appreciate that the survey was not 
just sent to students, but also to faculty and 
alumni. The questions you ask as a freshman 
are different than the questions you ask as a 
senior or when you graduate,” Arkema said. 
“I’m also excited for the small groups during 
Lent. It’s usually a good mixture of students 
and faculty, where conversations get started 
and it can get students talking about these 
issues.”
Expect to hear more information about 
small groups that will be forming, and if any 
of these big life questions interest you, keep 
in touch with chapel topics, faculty members 
and fellow students.
Chapel tailored to 
students’ questions
Lydia Marcus - Staff Writer 
Driving down a quiet road in a suburb 
of the Twin Cities, one might expect to see 
plenty of snow. But, in New Brighton, the 
snow has taken on a form of its own.
A Dordt college student makes the news 
(and Facebook, Twitter, and the Pioneer 
Press) with his enormous snow creations
For the past four years, Dordt freshman 
Trevor Bartz and his brothers Austin and 
Connor have built massive snow sculptures 
in their front yard. These impressive snow 
creations have caught the attention of both 
local and national press. 
This isn’t the first time the snow has come 
to life. The Bartzes have made a puffer fish 
(2011), a walrus (2012), a shark (2013) and 
a sea turtle (2014). “Each year we make a 
snow sculpture of a sea creature,” said Trevor. 
“We came up with this idea after doing a 
puffer fish our first year modeled after one 
we caught in Florida. After that it became a 
yearly tradition.”
“The snow sea turtle is our favorite so far,” 
said Trevor, “as it is the biggest as well as the 
most kid-friendly. (The shark scared off some 
children last year).”
The Bartzes begin by gathering large 
amounts of snow from 11 yards in their 
neighborhoods and a local tennis court. They 
warm up the snow in their garage so the snow 
becomes easier to work with. “This simulates 
the sticky snow you would get on a warm 
winter day,” said Trevor. Once the snow has 
reached a suitable texture, they push the snow 
into a huge pile and begin their sculpting. 
The Bartzes invested about 300 hours in their 
latest sculpture.
Many people come to see the completed 
snow sculpture. “We have a constant stream 
of people that park on the street, get out, and 
take pictures of the sculpture,” said Trevor. 
The Bartzes have rigged up a lighting system 
so the sculpture can be seen at night as well.
“People stop by our sculpture all through 
the day, there is rarely a time in the first 
week where there is nobody in our yard,” 
said Trevor. The busiest time of day is near 
sunset. “Most adults are off work and this is 
also when our sculpture looks the best,” said 
Trevor.
“Most of our neighbors like our sculpture; 
however, sometimes they get frustrated when 
they cannot get out of their driveway,” said 
Trevor. “We often go out and have to stop 
traffic on our street so that they can get on 
their way.”
“The visitors … inspire us to spend so 
much time creating a snow sculpture each 
year,” said Trevor. “It is great to see the smiles 
on everyone’s faces as they stop and look at 
our sculpture.”
Trevor’s favorite part of this snow-sculpting 
tradition is working with his brothers. “I feel 
that it brings us closer together and we have 
made many good memories throughout the 
years while making our sculptures.”
The Bartzes maintain the sculpture for 
about a month after its initial creation. “The 
sculpture finally melts near the end of April,” 
said Trevor. 
Megean DeGraaf - Staff Writer 
Over Christmas break, most students 
went home to be with their families and 
friends for the holiday season. A few, 
however, saw the break as an opportunity 
to travel somewhere new and reach out to 
new people. 
AMOR is a service project program 
that focuses on putting students into new 
environments in third world countries, 
where they serve God and others. It 
happens annually during the Christmas 
break. AMOR is an acronym for A Mission 
OutReach, a fitting name when students 
are so passionate about reaching out to the 
people they meet.
About 30 students traveled to 
Guatemala, Tanzania, Cambodia, and the 
Dominican Republic for a couple weeks. 
There they helped with everything to 
construction to teaching. Throughout the 
experience, they focused on the faith they 
shared with the people they met. 
Students were able to worship with 
people of a different culture and see how 
worship and prayer can be presented 
in ways dissimilar to traditional North 
American worship. Students found 
themselves even more affirmed in their 
faith after seeing these people.
“I left the country desiring to emulate 
the passion that those people had for their 
mission and for the Lord,” said senior 
Andrew Top. He was a part of the eight-
person team that went to Guatemala.
Students also felt more educated after 
experiencing the countries firsthand. Carlye 
Tazelaar travelled to Cambodia with a small 
group of just three students, where they 
taught English and immersed themselves in 
the Cambodian culture. 
“We were intentional about taking time to 
learn about Cambodian history and culture 
which was an absolutely amazing experience,” 
she said, recommending the trip to anyone 
interested in teaching, since it was such an 
eye-opening situation teaching in another 
country. 
The AMOR trip with the most students 
in attendance was the trip to Tanzania. 
There, these students helped to build up 
both the buildings and faiths of those they 
met. During the trip, they also experienced 
visiting a Maasai village. The people of this 
village live a life different than the students 
had seen before.
Generally, the Massai people are very 
fearsome warriors, but they were happy to 
see the AMOR team. When they arrived, 
the villagers performed a traditional dance 
of welcome, even inviting the group to join 
them. 
“No amount of pictures or words could 
describe the experiences we had,” said Jerika 
Schmitt, who spent her winter break in the 
Dominican Republic with the AMOR team. 
Each trip had its own eye-opening moments, 
resulting in permanent memories for the 
students involved.
Students spend break giving 
and learning on AMOR trips
Contributed PhotoTrevor, Austin and Connor with their latest creation of a giant snow turtle
Folks, it’s time: A campus sustainability update 
Lillie Koerner - Staff Writer 
The first article in a series on sustainability and 
“good living.”
Reduce, reuse, recycle. At this point in 
your life, you might be a bit tired of hearing 
that mantra. If that’s the case, you’re in for a 
long semester. Starting this month, Dordt’s 
Sustainability Committee is launching 
a semester-long initiative to promote 
sustainability on campus as well as to provoke 
students to develop a more holistic picture of 
what it means to live well on the earth.
Whatever your feelings toward the 
growing environmental movement in our 
country today, we can all acknowledge 
that there are a myriad of problems that 
urgently need addressing. With topics like 
climate change, hypoxic zones, food waste 
and topsoil loss dominating literature, we 
know the planet is in a precarious state that 
will only worsen if we don’t do something 
to curb the exorbitant ways we’re currently 
living. The word “sustainable” has become 
commonplace,  but until we put specific and 
concrete actions behind it,  sustainability 
remains an empty and abstracted ideal that 
never makes its way out of the classroom. 
Last semester, Student Symposium 
established a Sustainability Committee to 
address this very gap between principles 
and practice. They observed that although 
Dordt administration feels strongly about 
sustainability, students are reluctant to take 
action. “As caretakers of God’s creation, our 
community should be leading the way in 
something as important as sustainability,” says 
Amanda Donnell, Symposium’s Engineering 
Representative and chair of the Sustainability 
Committee. “The Earth that God gave us is 
not replaceable, and it goes against everything 
we are taught at Dordt if we mistreat creation 
by polluting and misusing resources.” 
It can be easy to jump on the sustainability 
bandwagon with sporadic and convenient 
practices. However, we seldom realize the 
superficial and often hypocritical way in 
which we approach stewardship. How good is 
recycling if we don’t first find ways to reduce? 
Can we really celebrate local producers if we 
demand foods out of season? Environmental 
stewardship is not simply an idea to 
incorporate here and there when we feel like 
it. It is an imperative that requires us to search 
our own hearts and consciously decide how 
to live.  
Prophetic author and poet Wendell Berry 
once said, “We have the world to live in on 
the condition that we will take good care of 
it. And to take good care of it, we have to 
know it. And to know it and to be willing 
to take care of it, we have to love it.” At the 
root of creation care is love. Come to know 
your corner of the earth intimately enough, 
and it will change the way you interact with 
it. For many of us, this will mean unplugging 
from our virtual realities, being present in the 
moment, and learning to live with less. I am 
convinced that this is the path to good living, 
not only for the sake of the environment, 
but for our social and spiritual fulfillment as 
individuals. 
No one is forcing you to separate your 
trash from your recycling, and no one is 
monitoring your water usage or waste habits. 
But folks, it’s time. Time we stop living 
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except for the guys sitting around you 
in the locker room is expecting a win.” 
Previous members of the team, Seth 
Vande Voort, Sam Ashmore and Micah 
Applegate to name a few, lead the team in 
a number of different ways, both on 
and off the field. Harris hopes to continue 
to impact the team in the same manor. 
“Life is bigger than football,” said 
Harris. “God has brought me to Dordt for 
a reason even though I may not know why 
quite yet. Possibly it’s to be a role model 
for future Dordt football players who 
come from all over America to know that 
they can make it at a school like Dordt 
College.”
Now in the off season before his final 
year, Harris and his teammates have 
entered the phase of rebuilding their 
bodies and conditioning themselves to 
be able to translate their physical abilities 
into something productive on the field.
“I’m a firm believer that wins are 
accumulated during the offseason.  Once 
the season arrives it’s all about who can 
maintain and stay healthy the longest,” 
said Harris. “It’s nearly impossible to 
make gains in the weight room during the 
season because of the constant beating 
your body takes.” 
Strength and conditioning coach Adam 
Conway sees the off season simply as a 
time where he and the coaching staff have 
a chance to create better athletes. 
“It doesn’t matter if I have an athlete 
who can squat and bench a house if they 
can’t take concepts they learn in the 
weight room and incorporate them onto 
the field,” said Conway. 
“Right now we’re split into a morning 
and afternoon group for lifting on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday with speed and 
agility training and conditioning in the 
mornings on Tuesday and Thursday. After 
spring break we’ll head outside for spring 
ball on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.” 
With the largest off season group the 
team has had, the necessary steps are being 
taken to take the program to the next level. 
Vanoy, his coaches and his teammates are 
doing everything in their power to make 
this happen. 
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lavishly at the expense of creation.  Time we 
take responsibility by reevaluate our hearts 
and our habits. Time we stop merely talking 
about  stewardship, but actually become a 
campus whose actions reflect our values. We 
will never “find our place in God’s world” if 
we don’t love and care for it first.
Core 160 trip offers an affordable 
arts experience 
Amanda Oberman - Guest Writer 
On Feb. 27 and 28, students taking 
Core 160 this semester are invited to 
travel to Minneapolis for the annual trip.
The trip begins with a concert at the 
Minnesota Orchestra, where the students 
will get to hear Verdi’s Requiem sung by 
the Minnesota Chorale. John MacInnis, 
the professor who teaches the music 
sections of Core 160, explained the 
meaning and importance of this piece.
“This Requiem setting is quite large, 
loud and very popular. It has been 
continuously performed since it was 
written in the late 19th century; said 
MacInnis. Much of its charm is the 
wide range of emotions it explores: the 
loneliness and alienation one feels when 
faced with death, the hope of eternal life, 
the darkness and power of the day of 
Resurrection, and finally the struggle to 
move on with one’s life after mourning a 
loss.”
After the concert, students will be 
able to explore downtown Minneapolis. 
The next morning, they will travel to the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, and then 
the Minneapolis Institute of Art. MacInnis 
says that even though he has gone on this 
trip several times, he still finds something 
new to admire in the collection of pieces.
“Of course students should make 
a point to see the Van Gogh painting, 
‘Olive Trees with Yellow Sky and Sun,’ 
but there’s also a collection of Asian art, 
art from Africa, photography, sculptures 
and ancient artifacts from several Eastern 
cultures,” said MacInnis.
After lunch, the students will visit the 
Guthrie Theatre to see Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. After the play, 
everyone will make their way back to Sioux 
Center.
This trip is not required for Core 160 
students, but professors would highly 
recommend the experience. Matt Drissell, 
who teaches the art sections of Core 160, 
believes it has a lot to offer students.
“For just a little bit of money, the students 
get a world class taste of big city culture. It 
makes such a difference to experience the arts 
in person, at a performance or in a gallery. It is 
so much better than looking at it on a screen 
or listening through headphones. And each 
of the venues offer amazing performances 
that students will not forget. It’s a wonderful 
chance to get away from the business of the 
semester and enjoy the arts,” said Drissell.
If students wish to travel to Minneapolis, 
the deadline for signing up is February 5. The 
whole trip only costs $55, which MacInnis 
believes is a great deal.
“Students should know that they will never 
pay so little for a comparable experience ever 
again. I’d definitely suggest to students that 
they make this a priority in February,” said 
MacInnis.
If you are interested in going to 
Minneapolis on the Core 160 trip, please 
see Noemi DeWeerd in the Theatre Arts 
department.
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Haley Mulder - Staff Writer  
Immediately, the beauty of Cambodia 
overwhelmed Carlye Tazelaar in many 
ways: the people, their hearts, and their 
faithfulness of the Lord. 
Over Christmas break, three theology 
students ventured their way across the 
globe to Cambodia and Korea to learn 
more about Christian education and use 
their God-given gifts to express Christ’s 
love to the brokenhearted.
Cambodia is a country located in 
Southeast Asia with immense levels 
of poverty and a history of political 
corruption. Dordt College theology 
professor Jay Shim was an instrumental 
supporter and organizer for this trip.
“I have had a connection to Cambodia 
through my personal project on Christian 
education and World Missions and 
World Renew of the Christian Reformed 
Church,” Shim said. “In the past summer 
I visited Christian schools in Cambodia 
and led teachers’ seminars. The project 
for the recent AMOR trip was Christian 
education in different cultures.”
Sophomore youth ministries major, 
Tazelaar explained the trip as one that 
has awakened a passion in her for 
international education.
“I absolutely love teaching (and 
learning from) the amazing students 
God has placed in my life through the 
opportunities I have had to travel abroad,” 
Tazelaar said. 
The people of Cambodia stunned the 
team with their hearts and their spirits.
“The people’s hearts are so kind and so 
giving with everything they have. Many 
do not have a ton of material possessions but 
what they lack physically they make up for in 
heart and in kindness.”
Tazelaar knew she felt the strong presence 
of the Lord with her in Cambodia.
“My heart was bursting with happiness 
because I could really feel God’s faithfulness 
and provision.”
Along with Tazelaar, both junior Tyler 
Couperus and senior Caleb Vanderhill were 
a part of the trip. 
The three students went on the trip to learn 
more about Christian education practices in 
foreign countries as well as using their gifts to 
teach middle-school students English. 
“We spent 11 days in Cambodia, meeting 
with schools, teachers and missionaries and 
then spent another 11 days in South Korea 
meeting with universities and high school 
students as well as different churches in 
Korea,” Couperus said. “The main goal of our 
trip was spend as much time as we possibly 
could in the mission field.”
Couperus explained that their learning 
was not only during a typical school day. 
It was at night when they would explore 
Cambodian culture and history.
“We spent our last day in Cambodia 
visiting a concentration camp as well as 
the killing fields outside of the capital city,” 
Couperus said. “Two million Cambodians 
were killed under PolPot during the reign of 
the Khmer Rouge 35 years ago. Cambodia, a 
religious country, is still seeking healing and 
that’s an area where the church can help and 
shape it.”
The people, places, and events in 
Cambodia and Korea over the past Christmas 
were ones that will forever inspire and be 
treasured by the team.
Theoogy students take 
trip to Cambodia/Korea 
Haley Mulder - Staff Writer 
 The new friendly face you see in 
student services? That’s Julie Geleynse. 
Geleynse is now serving as the new 
executive assistant for Vice President of 
Student Services.
 “My favorite part of the job is being able 
to interact with students everyday,” she said. 
“I love to bring a smile to their faces … even if 
they’re only in my office to pick up chocolate.” 
Geleynse is originally from Orange City 
and after moving to Cedarburg Wisconsin 
for an administrative assistant position, she 
has returned to her alma mater. Geleynse is 
married to Sioux Center physical therapist 
Trent Geleynse, and they both enjoy being 
able to spend time with family members in 
the area. Geleynse graduated from Dordt in 
2011 with a B.A. in exercise science.
“I love the teamwork that happens at Dordt 
between all of the different departments,” she 
said. “I also love to see the genuine concern 
each employee has for the students he or she 
serves.”
Geleynse is excited about the 
improvements and progress that Dordt has 
made since she attended, both in campus life 
and the campus itself.
“There are so many opportunities for 
students to get involved, and I love the 
leadership that I see in so many of the 
students that I encounter,” she said. “I also 
love that Dordt takes pride in its campus. 
They are always finding ways to update or 
improve, and I think the science building is 
just one example of that.”
Along with a love for the college, Geleynse 
appreciates the friendliness of the people 
and the values they uphold as a community. 
Moving from a bigger city to northwest Iowa 
can be a major change, but she loves so much 
about the community here at Dordt, and the 
little pleasures it has to offer. 
“After living in a city, it is so different to 
hear Christian music playing over the sound 
systems in the stores, and to have people at 
the grocery store bring you’re groceries to 
your car for you!” she said.  “I’m also really 
happy to be able to go the Chili Bash at 
Casey’s Bakery every Thursday again!”
Geleysne’s helpful personality, friendly 
disposition, and God-given talents are an 
excellent edition to the staff here at Dordt 
College. 
New faculty member: 
Julie Geleynse 
Continued from page 1 
solar panels, general purpose renewable 
energy equipment and a telescope on the 
roof of the new science building. This past 
summer he built what he designed. 
Hoelsema’s other duties involved 
measuring and drawing the new Science 
Building classrooms in order to figure out 
where to add desks. He also split his time 
with M&K Industries, doing engineering 
analysis on grain hoppers. 
“People call it an internship, it might 
have been a research opportunity,” 
Hoelsema said. “Whatever it was, I really 
liked the variety. I worked on grain bins, 
the science building and other random 
projects.”
Both Hoelsema and 
Evans stayed in Southview 
Apartments with the other 
on campus workers for the 
duration of the summer. 
Students who stay on campus during the 
summer must be living outside of a 15 mile 
radius and be registered for the upcoming fall 
semester. 
“It was a cool way to get ready for the fall 
with cooking and cleaning my apartment,” 
said Hoelsema.
The different crews on campus had the 
same scheduled breaks in the morning and at 
lunch. 
“It’s almost like lunch in the 
commons,” Evans said. “You get to be all 
together.” 
Summer job and internship applications 
can be found on the DC Central finances tab. 
The application submission deadline is March 
18. 
Summer work (cont.) 
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Juan
Juan Pablo Benitez - Columnist  
A crowded Pentecostal mega church, with 
all of its ten thousand seats occupied, every-
one standing, praying together, extending 
their arms wide, and holding their written 
goals for the New Year in one hand and keys 
in the other— a symbol of how God would 
open new doors for them in 2015. The Pastor 
concludes the prayer stating: “The best is yet 
to come.” That was my night on January 1 in 
Asunción, Paraguay.
On January 3, two thousand people are 
killed in Northeast Nigeria. January 7, twelve 
people are killed and ten injured in the attacks 
on Charlie Hebdo Newspaper. Nevertheless, 
the media, as usual, is more concerned with 
what happens in France than Boko Haram’s 
crimes in Africa.  
January 19, the non-profit Oxfam releases 
their annual report announcing that 1% of the 
world population will possess more than the 
remaining 99% by the end of the year. January 
20, part of this 1% of the world population 
meets in the Swiss Ski Resort in Davos for the 
World Economic Forum with the purpose of 
“Improving the state of the world.”
January 21, Juan is looking for intern-
ships at some of the Fortune 500 companies- 
owned by the 1% mentioned by Oxfam. 
January 23, the American-allied govern-
ment of President Abdu Rabbu Mansour 
Hadi in Yemen comes to an end as well as 
the life of the Saudi Arabian King, anoth-
er American sympathizer. After reading the 
news, I head to class and the professor states, 
“History is told by the victor, the powerful.” 
Maybe I am doomed to be controlled, maybe 
my story will be written and determined by 
someone else. 
What comes next?
I am not sure. I don’t know. That’s how 
2015 starts for some us: uncertain. I wish I 
could have the certainty of those ten thou-
sand people I attended church with on Janu-
ary 1. I wish I could declare “the best is yet to 
come” with the same faith as that of my home 
pastor. But things are not so simple, neither 
in my family, in my country and the rest of 
the world.
I feel small and insignificant in the midst 
of all these major power struggles. I wonder 
if everything will be alright every time I en-
ter an airplane. I also wonder how much the 
media and this 1% of the world is constantly 
manipulating me. But at the same time, in-
congruently I want to be part of this 1%- I 
am voluntarily submitting myself to serve 
them and to become one of them. Driven by 
the needs in my family context, I tell myself 
that I need to produce, to make an income, 
build my resume, and make money. I need to 
fight for myself, nobody will. My uncle tells 
me, “before you help others, you have to help 
yourself first” but suddenly I wonder when 
“helping myself ” will be enough. 
As I start this year, I pray for faith. I pray 
for certainty. I ask God for guidance and to 
help me realize that I can’t win alone, I need 
Him, I don’t need knowledge, money, status, 
degrees or people. We need Him. The world 
needs a redeemer. 
Narayan Núñez Blandón - Columnist  
FREEDOM! I am happy to say that during 
my Christmas break I was in a place where 
I breathed FREEDOM. Knowing that I have 
rights that protect me, my family, my prop-
erty and my belongings, allowed me to enjoy 
my break on a greater level. Being able to do 
what I want to do, as long as I don’t affect oth-
er people’s rights, is one of the main reasons 
for which I love Nicaragua, my home country.
Yes! FREEDOM does exist beyond the 
borders of the United States. I even dare to say 
that there is a higher degree of FREEDOM in 
Nicaragua and other countries in the world 
than there is here, the United States. Maybe 
we don’t share the same exact FREEDOMS, 
but I am convinced that many of the FREE-
DOMS that I, as well as many other Nicara-
guans and foreigners living in my country, 
possess are far more enjoyable and less con-
straining.  
I have encountered many people that do 
believe that there is oppression and meager 
living conditions in Nicaragua. I have also 
been asked so many interesting questions that 
I once considered offensive, but due to the 
frequency I heard such nonsense, I learned to 
not get bothered. I have been asked if we have 
cars, microwaves, electricity, and houses in 
Nicaragua. Some adults have even expressed 
to me and some other Nicaraguan friends 
that it is a misfortune to return home after 
studying in the United States for so long.
I won’t deny the fact that life inNicaragua 
is different: opportunities aren’t the same, 
laws differ and life is a bit harder. Neverthe-
less, that does not make living in Nicaragua 
undesirable. Even though my home country 
is categorized as a developing country or a 
third world nation, it does not suggest that 
we all live in misery and misfortune.
Poverty does exist in my homeland, and 
it also exists in the United States and even in 
some other developed countries. Improper 
nutrition, low-quality education, criminal vi-
olence, and city homelessness are some com-
mon indicators that poverty exist in the Unit-
ed States. It is obvious that the level of poverty 
varies from country to country; but claiming 
that Nicaragua is devastating because poverty 
exists does not make sense.
The United State is certainly a good place 
to live: during my four years in this country 
I have enjoyed some of its so-called FREE-
DOMS and opportunities, and have managed 
to adapt to its culture. Nevertheless, the Unit-
ed States, despite of how wonderful it could 
be, will never be home for me.
For me, home is the place where I don’t 
feel judged or horribly discriminated for 
being of a certain skin color. Home is also 
the place in where I can speak the language 
I want without having people look funny at 
me. Home is the place in where I can truly 
feel I am free. Sadly, the United States does 
not meet such criteria despite all of the FREE-
DOM it says it has.
Narayan’s 
Knowledge
Megan Kaiser - Columnist  
Just because Google Glass failed doesn’t 
mean weird headgear is off the market. I’m 
not talking about the headgear that models 
wear on fashion catwalks; I’m talking about 
Microsoft’s new HoloLens. We just can’t keep 
up can we.
I found out about this new contraption 
literally yesterday. According to an article by 
TechRadar, “The lenses are see-through, so 
users can see holographic 3D projections in 
a real-world setting.” My first thought, Tupac. 
The dude that pitched the idea to Micro-
soft, Alex Kipman, has been working on his 
holographic goggles for the past five years. 
After he created the Kinect, he was also prob-
ably too busy working to get a haircut. Wired 
magazine states “it amplifies the special pow-
ers that Kinect introduced, using a small frac-
tion of the energy. The depth camera has a 
field of vision that spans 120 by 120 degrees—
far more than the original Kinect—so it can 
sense what your hands are doing even when 
they are nearly outstretched.” The HoloLens is 
also wireless, so users can view interact with 
the projections that the goggles create.
Unrelated question, does this mean that 
games like Just Dance are going to be easier 
or harder? 
I watched a couple of videos regarding the 
Microsoft HoloLens and it looks sweet, no 
doubt about it. There are, however, a couple of 
queries that I have. How much money is this 
going to cost? I can guarantee this isn’t going 
to be an “everyone can afford it!” product. 
And that’s fine, whatever, but I haven’t seen a 
price anywhere. Microsoft is going to excite a 
lot of people and then break a ton of hearts. 
Is the battery life going to last longer than 
the turkey bacon wraps in the grille? Is it go-
ing to match all of my future outfit choices? 
Can I just simply wear them as sunglass-
es when I finally lose my actual sunglasses? 
There are a lot of questions that remain unan-
swered. It is pretty crazy though. In 20 years 
we may all be wearing HoloLens’ and riding 
hover boards to class and telling our profes-
sors that we don’t have our final papers be-
cause our hologram printer, which also works 
as an oven, got jammed by a piece of toast. 
Technology is cool, but the progression is 
almost scary. Just remember, there is nothing 
wrong with simplicity. We all don’t need the 
“latest this” or “latest that,” because then it 
becomes a popularity game. We become too 
absorbed in electronic devices and disregard 
the wonderful creation around us. The con-
cern is that people will buy it and live in that 
world rather than the reality that they are ac-
tually living in. No one ever said, “Thank you 
Lord for my new mini, artificially-intelligent, 
micro iPad Ray-Bans.” At least, I hope no one 
ever said that.     
The Kaiser 
has spoken
Jerusha Pimentel - Columnist  
I’ve been wearing makeup since I was ten 
years old. My mom used to sell it for a compa-
ny called Arbonne, and she always had loads of 
it, though she rarely wore it herself. I was con-
vinced my face needed a lot of help, so I began 
piling on eyeliner, mascara and eyeshadow ev-
ery day before school. I was embarrassed of my 
sandy-colored lashes and how they were blonde 
at the tips. In middle school I added on thick 
foundation, horrified at what puberty had done 
to my skin. I discovered lipgloss in eighth grade 
and eyebrow pencils in ninth, so high school 
was basically spent walking around looking like 
a slightly expressionistic painting. 
My freshman year of college I learned how 
to apply it more professionally, so I spent about 
three years looking better than I had in my en-
tire life. I didn’t realize, however, that painting 
my face each morning had not only become a 
routine acquired over ten years, but had also 
become a dangerous dependency. I realized this 
when I awoke late for a final one day and, in-
stead of shoving on my boots and running out 
the door, had to first rush into the bathroom 
and apply my mascara, foundation, and lipstick 
as quickly as possible. I could not stand the 
thought of entering that classroom and having 
60 people look up at me and see my naked face. 
It was unbearable. I wanted to cry—I was so 
frustrated with myself, but I also felt powerless. 
Was I really this weak?
It was the same year I first began embracing 
equality and women empowerment, so I was 
thoroughly embarrassed at my dependency on 
makeup--something I learned is encouraged by 
massive companies in order to squeeze billions 
annually from girls and women by promoting 
the lie that they are ugly and incomplete without 
it. 
I didn’t like the thought of any of my five lit-
tle sisters wearing it, and this made me wonder 
why I was convinced that they were beautiful 
without it while I would not even consider for 
one second that I might be not only fine without 
it but actually more beautiful? I’ve always hated 
double-standards, so even though I was petri-
fied to show my naked face,I knew I had to do 
something.
But, the Lord gave me grace, and one day last 
spring as I was studying with a new friend, we 
began talking about makeup, and he told me 
he thought girls were prettier without it. I knew 
he was serious, so I felt a little safer when, a few 
months later, we went to dinner and I purpose-
fully didn’t put on mascara. It was my first time 
in public without it, and I almost felt sick. But 
he didn’t act any different--didn’t make a face 
or even ask me about it. The following summer, 
I threw my mascara away. Months later, I can 
truthfully say I’ve grown used to my bare face-
-and I like it. 
Jerusha Yerusha:  
My Journey to a 
Naked Face
Surface Tension
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Women’s Basketball 
playing a strong season
Aaron Ladzinksi - Staff Writer
The Dordt Defender women’s basketball 
team came out of the gates flying. The team 
started out red hot, opening the season with 
a 5-2 record, but since then, things haven’t 
gone so smoothly. Since entering conference 
play, the women’s team has gone 1-12 through 
Januray 25th. 
The teams leading scorer is Abby 
Chapman. She leads the team with an average 
of 13.6 points per game, good for 7th in the 
conference, with a shooting percentage of 
.333 from the field, and .341 from deep. 
Other top scorers include freshmen 
Cassidy Vredevoogd, with 9.3 points per 
game, sophomore Kim Krooze wtih 8.5, 
junior Mycah Hulst with 8.4, and sophomore 
Paige Engbers with 6.4. 
Along with Chapman’s total of 299 points, 
she has lead the team in assists with 42, right 
around 2 per game. Mycah Hulst leads with 
10 rebounds per game. 
Defensively, junior Robyn Blount leads 
the team at 1.36 steals per game while Hulst 
leads the team in blocks at 3.4 per game. 
 One of the positives on the season is 
the youth of the team. With no seniors on 
the roster, potentially the full squad will be 
back next season. Coach Craig Stiemsma on 
the other hand, will not be returning as he 
has accepted the position of the men’s head 
soccer coach. 
When asked about how she felt about the 
coaching change that will happen at the end 
of the season, Chapman said, “Well, we are 
sad to see Coach Stiemsma go, but we know 
he will be a big asset to mens soccer and we 
are excited about the future of our program 
next year! ”
Coach Stiemsma was asked about his 
departure and how he feels about leaving the 
girls this year. Stiemsma said, “It has been a 
challenging year. We went from being a very 
young team (no seniors and one starter back) 
to an even younger team - due to a number 
of injuries.”
 “It has been a test in perseverance - and 
the team is filled with ladies that are great 
people with great attitudes and they work 
hard. They are fun to be around and make it a 
joy to go to practice each day,” said Stiemsma.
 “It is a team that has lost a lot of ball 
handling, quarterbacking, and playmaking to 
injury. This has allowed a lot of people a lot 
of different opportunities that they might not 
have imagined at season’s start.”
The idea of “next women up” has been 
a key idea for the team this year as they 
challenge a number of top 25 teams in the 
GPAC. 
Coach Stiemsma said “Night in and night 
out - we are playing some of the nation’s 
best teams. Preparing and playing to have a 
chance to win these games is a lot of fun, but 
our margin for error is slim”  
The team will finish off the year with 
seven conference games against Briar Cliff, 
Hastings, Dakota Wesleyan, Morningside, 
Nebraska Wesleyan, Northwestern and 
Midland, in that order. 
Christian Zylstra - Staff Writer 
It’s 2015, and with the new year comes 
a new indoor track season. The spring 
semester is off to a quick start, and the Dordt 
College indoor track and field team is up and 
running. 
Currently, the Dordt track team has 
competed in two meets, the first of which 
was hosted on Dordt’s campus. Not only was 
there a strong crowd showing for the hosts, 
there was also a strong performance by the 
host team as well. 
The Defenders placed in the top six in 17 
different events, including first place finishes 
by Jacob Moats in the men’s high jump and 
Xavier Caffee in the men’s 200 meters. Kayla 
Byl and Lauren Opp each finished second 
in the women’s one mile and 300 meters, 
respectively.
“We had some very good performances 
from our freshmen, particularly Nicole Slater 
and Xavier Caffee,” said Dordt track coach 
Craig Heynen. “We also had some very good 
performances in the 800 (meters) for both 
men and women.”
The Defenders helped each other out on 
the scoreboard, and they found other unique 
ways to help out the team and the event too.
“It really is nice to start off our season at 
home,” Heynen said. “They get to perform 
in front of friends and family and in a 
comfortable environment. The team really 
worked together to help each other and to 
help me at this year’s meet, and that was a 
real blessing for me. Athletes get really used 
to just showing up for their athletic events 
and performing, and I think they can take 
for granted all the work that happens behind 
the scenes. This group helped set up, and 
they cleaned up after the event was over. That 
doesn’t happen too often in sports.”
Not everyone has the chance to compete 
in athletic events on campus either, which 
plenty of athletes on this team understand. In 
turn, they learn to appreciate the opportunity 
they have.
“It is nice for people to see what we do 
rather than just read about it in the newspaper 
or online,” said senior Lauren Opp. “We want 
to shine a positive light on Dordt as a whole 
when we compete, and competing at home 
helps us try harder to do that. It is also nice 
to not have to travel, because track meets are 
quite long.”
Performance-wise, it truly has been a 
splendid start to the season. But finishing 
position and times aren’t what define success 
for this Defender team, particularly early in 
the season.
“I will see this as a successful season if 
we work together as a team, show love and 
support to each other and help each other 
become better athletes and people,” Heynen 
said. “I have already seen these characteristics 
on the team, so I am very excited about how 
Dordt track teams start on the right foot
the season is going to go.”
Of course, in collegiate athletics, success 
on the playing surface matters as well, and 
the Defenders know exactly what needs to be 
done to help reach their goals.
“I think this season will be successful if 
the team peaks at the right time,” said senior 
Lillie Koerner. “Accomplishing this means 
going to practice every day understanding 
that the workout will prepare us for achieving 
our end-of-season goals. We may not be 
running our fastest times now, but coach 
Heynen knows that we will be at conference 
and nationals if we stay focused and work 
hard.”
It’s with that determination and focus that 
Dordt plans to use as it moves head-on into 
the thick of the indoor track season. 
Three more meets remain on the 
schedule for Dordt College before the GPAC 
Championships in Seward, Neb. Next up 
is the Buena Vista Open on January 31st in 
Storm Lake, Iowa.
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Megan Kaiser - Staff Writer 
In its ninth year, the Prairie Grass 
Film Challenge (PGFC) underwent what 
everyone would call a “new year, new me” 
transformation. Traditionally when the 48 
hours start, every team that enters is given 
a genre, a character name and role, a line 
of dialogue and a prop. This time, however, 
genre and dialogue were thrown out of the 
criteria for all films. The teams were given 
a character, a prop and a question such as 
“where did it come from” or “why did she say 
no” to work with.
“I thought this year’s parameters were 
very difficult in that they weren’t really 
parameters. It is always easier to create within 
constraints—you know exactly what you have 
to work with and can then be creative with 
those few resources,” said Nathan Walter, 
a junior Digital Media major. “I loved the 
idea of answering a question with the film, 
however. That is essentially what stories do— 
they present a question or problem with the 
world and then show how to fix it.”
Nathan Walter’s group, which included 
Sam De Groot and Benjamin De Groot, 
PGFC’s ninth year brings 
changes 
created a stopmotion film, which is where an 
object is moved in small increments between 
individually photographed frames to achieve 
an animated look.
“We spent 36 hours in the same 8x10 
room and worked all through the night. It is 
definitely not for the faint of heart, but when 
you get a couple stop-motion nerds together 
who have made stop-motion movies in the 
past – and have the patience to do it – it’s a 
blast!” Walter said.
Lance Wunderink, a junior Digital Media 
major, also spent many hours in one room. 
That room was the Digital Media lab. “After 
editing a total of 12 hours on only 10 seconds 
of the video, I felt the crunch of time,” 
Wunderink said. Wunkerink’s team included 
of Abby Louwerse, Eli Anderson, James 
Newhouse, Jessica Lillo, and Lucas Simonson. 
Senior Tanner Brasser has seen the 
progression of PGFC over the years. And 
with time comes experience.
“This year our goal was to write a 
manageable script that could be completed 
well in the short time. The biggest mistake 
is to get too complicated and bite off more 
than you can chew. I think we’ve all learned 
a lot through the challenge each year so that 
we had something more to bring back to the 
next year,” Brasser said. Brasser’s team also 
included Shelby Herrema, Kaylie Ogle, and 
Dan Woudenberg. 
Bailey McKee, a sophomore Digital Media 
major, had some quick fixes when she didn’t 
have enough hands. 
“My favorite part of Prairie Grass by far 
is editing! I absolutely love looking through 
our beautiful footage and it probably helped 
that the boy’s cross-country team ran through 
our shoot with the Kenyan flag,” said McKee. 
“The weather made for some gorgeous 
sunlight and before I knew it I had been in 
the lab for like 17 hours straight. It was the 
best time ever.”
With all of the hard work behind them, 
all participants now anticipate the day of 
the Prairie Grass Ceremony. All videos will 
be showcased before the ceremony at 8p.m. 
in the BJ Haan on Feb. 20. Winners will be 
revealed. The ceremony is open for all to 
attend!   
Contributed Photo 
Jonathan Janssen - Staff Writer 
Wasalu Muhammed Jaco, more commonly 
known as hip-hop artist Lupe Fiasco, has had 
a rocky career. Lupe Fiasco’s Food & Liquor, 
his first album released in 2006, was met with 
fresh enthusiasm in the hip-hop community 
with critics and fans alike praising the album’s 
production – spearheaded by the likes of 
superstars Jay-Z and Kanye West – and Fiasco’s 
masterful, socially-conscious lyrics. The next 
year, he was back in full force with Lupe 
Fiasco’s The Cool. Fiasco was commended 
once again for his unique ability to deliver 
lines that operated on multiple levels and his 
subtle critique of ghetto glorification.
Then Lupe changed. His next release 
in 2011, Lasers, saw harsh criticism for 
its preachy messages and over-produced 
content. The subtlety that made Lupe a needle 
against the balloon of injustice vanished, with 
a sledgehammer taking its place. Even Fiasco 
himself later denounced the album, and even 
thought his next album, Food & Liquor II: The 
Great American Rap Album Pt. 1, a step in the 
right direction, fans started to lose faith in 
their savior of hip-hop.
Enter Lupe’s new album Tetsuo & Youth. 
With Fiasco announcing it beforehand as an 
album for his longtime fans, hype over its 
release reached an all-time high – and with 
good reason. Tetsuo shattered all conceptions 
of Fiasco as an overzealous political preacher, 
and saw him return in full force with an array 
of subtlety and lyricism the likes of which 
made his fans fall in love with him in the first 
place.
Tetsuo’s production is one of its strongest 
features, with the latter half of the album 
dominated by beats from DJ Dahi. Dahi 
provides a wide range of instrumentals, from 
club bangers on “Chopper” to old-school jazz 
beats on “Adoration of the Magi” to futuristic 
electronic beats on “They.Resurrect.Over.
New.” The broad range of the sound adds 
variety to the album, and provides a fresh 
experience on each new song.
Lupe incorporates four interludes named 
after the four seasons that turn the album 
into a conceptual walk through the various 
phases of ghetto life.  Starting the album 
with “Summer,” Lupe showcases his rapping 
abilities in fun-loving songs ranging from an 
eight minute continuous rap to a duet with 
Guy Sebastian, the Australian singer whom 
teamed up with Lupe in 2012 for the radio 
single, “Battle Scars.”
Moving into “Fall,” Tetsuo sees Lupe 
moving into some deeper themes, especially 
exemplified in the two-part song “Prisoner 1 
& 2.”  A critique of the USA’s prison system, 
the first half comes from the perspective of a 
prisoner reflecting on the various areas of his 
life that went wrong, while the second half 
compares the imprisonment of the prisoner 
to his or her jailor.  Lupe makes his point on 
the hook, singing, “Love is Looking Over 
Various Errors / And Hate is Habitually 
Accelerating Terror.”
After “Fall,” “Winter” sees the return of 
Lupe to the music making that made him 
well-loved in the beginning.  With songs like, 
“Chopper,” “Deliver,” “Madonna (And Other 
Tetsuo & Youth brings the rebirth of Lupe Fiasco
Mothers In the Hood)” and “Adoration of 
the Magi,” Fiasco uses broad metaphors from 
pizza deliverers to religious figures to convey 
messages with double, sometimes triple, 
meanings relating to the black community. 
These, and a message to rise above evil and to 
continue fighting for a better world on “They.
Resurrect.Over.New” finish off the album, 
ending with “Spring.”  This season of birth 
and growth perfectly symbolizes the new 
world that Lupe so desperately wants to come 
to fruition.
Final Rating:  While the album falters a bit 
towards the middle with a few unmemorable 
songs like “Little Death” and “No Scratches,” 
Lupe has bested his previous albums with 
his most mature work to date.  With records 
like “Mural,” “Prisoner 1 & 2,” “Deliver,” and 
“Adoration of the Magi,” Tetsuo & Youth 
shines as the best album, so far, of 2015.
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Feature Photo
Jonathan Janssen - Guest Writer 
Here’s a question: How does one 
properly create media depicting war? 
One way it has been portrayed is 
through a shoot-em-up – endless hordes of 
bad guys versus a group of outnumbered 
heroes who somehow scrape their way out 
of tricky situations with a “hooah!” and an 
RPG. 
Other war media focuses on criticizing 
war, casting the atrocities, sorrows, and 
perceived pointlessness of its pursuits into 
light.  These are only two types of films, 
but they encapsulate opposite ends of 
the spectrum (and are usually marketed 
thusly).
Clint Eastwood’s 
newest film American 
Sniper could feasibly 
be judged merely for 
its technical qualities, 
yet with the wide 
variance of opinion 
on it and the with 
the way in which it 
weaves its story, to 
rate it on technicality 
alone would be doing 
it a disservice.
Sniper tells the 
“based-on-a-true” 
story of United States 
Navy SEAL Chris Kyle 
(Bradley Cooper), 
who earned the 
nickname “Legend” 
after confirming 160 
kills as a sniper. Considered the most lethal 
sniper in U.S. history, Kyle’s story comes 
from two sides: his unswaying manner 
towards his job in the Iraq war and the 
deterioration of his home life with his 
wife Taya (Sienna Miller) and his son and 
daughter.
Eastwood treads carefully with the 
film. Every time the film starts going down 
the road to preachiness, a major event 
or realization will shake up the viewer’s 
expectations. While touching on subjects 
found on both sides of the earlier-realized 
spectrum, the film never over-rotates, 
nose-diving into rightwing American 
propaganda or leftwing anti-war doctrine.
This is one of the many high quality 
aspects of the film, and perhaps the issue 
to focus on when thinking about Sniper, 
is just this. Eastwood doesn’t seem to care 
about the ethical ramifications of war – 
more specifically the Iraqi war – because 
that is not the focus of the film. Instead, he 
simply wants to look at the life of a soldier 
lauded as a hero and question the mindset 
of him, his family, and his fans. This is 
positioned beautifully in a scene where Kyle 
is stateside with his son and another soldier 
starts praising him for saving his life in Iraq. 
Kyle is obviously uncomfortable and when 
the soldier leans down to tell his son that his 
father is a hero, Kyle makes for an abrupt exit. 
While it is an awkward scene at first glance, it 
brings into consideration ideas of praise, duty 
and heroism, juxtaposed against scenes of 
Kyle picking off enemy women and children 
in Iraq.
One other challenging scene involves Kyle 
and three other soldiers pinned down on a 
roof behind enemy lines. As cliché as that 
sounds, it only appears to get worse. With their 
position given away, 
unrelenting hordes 
of Al-Qaeda soldiers 
begin pouring out of 
doorways, rushing 
through the streets 
and climbing up 
staircases, all with 
the intention of 
putting an end to the 
American soldiers. 
Against the backdrop 
of a giant desert 
sandstorm getting 
ever-closer, the 
patriots are running 
out of ammunition 
while taking pot-
shots at whomever 
they can see. The 
entire scene feels 
exactly like one that 
would be found in a Call of Duty mission, 
right down to enemies coming in and out of 
cover among vague metal boxes on opposing 
rooftops.
And yet, this scene is not fun. There is no 
respawn or power button which would whisk 
the entire event away into frivolity. There is 
merely impending death, last-resort violence, 
and a call home from Kyle to his wife in which 
he tearfully declares, “I’m ready to come home 
now, baby.” This is not fun; this hurts. At this 
point, any desire for Kyle and his pals to 
shoot their way out or reinforcements to blast 
the battle zone to smithereens in a glorious 
explosive victory is gone.  The viewer, with 
Kyle, just wants him to be home.
Eastwood’s hesitance to turn this movie 
into one big metaphor or message leaves it as 
a gritty, straightforward film that touches on 
broad ideas including war, PTSD, and honor. 
With honest direction by Eastwood and 
brutally realistic cinematography from Tom 
Stern, American Sniper is a quintessential 
war film that can be appreciated by any open-
minded viewer.
Eastwood delivers gritty  
realism in American Sniper 
Ideas for Staying Warm this 
Winter: The Top 10
Even though Christmas and New Years is over, there’s still plenty to do!
#1 Watch movies. Keeps you warm and close to your friends.
#2 Hot Drinks. Apple cider. Hot chocolate. Warm fingers.  
#3 Ice skating. It really doesn’t matter how good you are.
#4 Build a Snowman. Duh.
#5 Bake cookies. YUM! Choco-chip’s always good...
#6 Hibernate. 
#7 Wait for it to snow. Any time now.....
#8 Watch the Superbowl. Even if it’s just for the commercials.
#9 Sledding. There has to be a hill around here somewhere
#10 Skip class. To do any of the above. Or don’t. It’s your call.
